
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As we continue in this strange season, where the hope and new life of Easter and springtime is being 

tempered so severely by the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, I wanted to take a moment to check in 

with you. If you’re struggling, know that you are not alone! One of our Secular Oratorians has expressed 

the spiritual challenge of this time particularly well. She told me that, while she feels closer to the Lord 

than she has in a long time, she is still struggling to trust in Him, and she feels guilty for that. I suspect 

that very many of us feel this way; I know that I do! 

In the first reading from this past Monday's Mass, we hear the prayer of those first disciples, who had 

suffered so much and knew that they would suffer more. They prayed:   

"And now, Lord, take note of their threats, 

and enable your servants to speak your word 

with all boldness, as you stretch forth your hand to heal, 

and signs and wonders are done 

through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” (Acts 4:29-30) 

 

There is so much expressed in this prayer! The disciples acknowledge the threats they face, but they are 

also certain of the strength and the healing power at hand through Jesus. They are aware of their 

weakness, yet they desire to be bold in proclaiming the word, to be instruments of healing. We do well 

to pray like this, too. It's hard to argue with the result as St. Luke reports: 

"As they prayed, the place where they were gathered shook, and they were all filled with the holy Spirit 

and continued to speak the word of God with boldness." (Acts 4:31) 

A major theme in the early chapters of the Acts of the Apostles is the unity of those first disciples. We, 

too, need the mutual support of our spiritual family in order to persevere through these days with hope 

and with a boldness to proclaim Christ, the victor over sin and death, and indeed the victor over 

Coronavirus. Let's continue to pray for each other and reach out to each other to offer and to receive 

support and encouragement. 

May Christ bring you peace in this season, and may we soon be reunited to praise Him with boldness! 

In Christ & St. Philip, 

Fr. Jeff 


